eA Teſtimony concerning the Life and © 
Death of William Sixmith, being 
ſent with the following Matter to 
London, in order to be made Pub- 


lick. 


© William Gibſon ; 


M Y very dear and wellezeloved Friend, the dear Sa'ytation of 
my Life ſalutes thee im the moſt pure avd deareſt Love, with 
which at this preſent my Heart filled ;, and the Remembrance of 
thee in the Immortal Life, in and through which 1 have often been 
refreſhed bythee, and at this time have ſweet Unity with thee ;, and 
my very Soul is affetted with thee tn that ſpiritual Relation,in which 
I aw per ſwaded, that neither Heights nor Depths, Principalities 
nor Powers, things preſent nor things to come, ſhall be able tos 

ſeparate us from that Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 

"And ſo, having a Senſe upon my Spirit at this time, how the 
Lord God hath made thee an Inſtrument in his Hand by his Mighty 
Power, for the turning many from Darkneſs tos Light, and 
from the Power of Satan unto God, amongſt whom my Sen William 
Six mith was one, who was touched and made ſer:fible of the Lord's 
heavenly ard bleſſed Power, which in thy AMiniſiry did reach unto 
him, and it was effeftual, as theu may ſt unrderfand by theſe hu > 
Writings, which I have ſent to thee for to peruce 5, we ſeaund them 
ſcattered amongſt ſeveral other Papers m hu Trunk ſeveral Weiks 
after his Death, and bad | ſeen any cenvertent Opportunity, wonld 
have ſent them to thee long fince ;, for through thy Minmftry was a 
Door of Hope opened in him, and the Love of Ged wa: ſhed abread 
A 2 mn 
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roſperity and Welfare of 


quaint thee how it was with him before thu powerſul and beavenly 
Vifitation. From his Childhood he was inclined to that which was 
did he ſeek, tocover any thing that 
he did amiſt, by any excuſe, but would readily confeſs the Truth, 
theugh againſt himſelf; And I can truly ſay, 1! never knew him 
tella Lye, either direftly or inareftly to the day of his Death, nes- 
ther was he given unto thoſe Youtnful Vanities that moſt young Þeo- 
ple are Naturally t1clined urto;, arid though at this tim: the Lords 
ſecret Armof Tower did preſerve him out of many Tumptations, 
yet ſtill the Vail was over his underſtanding, and he mas very 
t2rorart of Geds Heavenly Porier that Converts the Schl, 
wtll by the Teſtimony of the Spirit of Truth through thee he 
was awakened, which gave ſuch 4 certain ſound, that it aid 
renetrate his very Heart, and his Seu! was off &:d with the Var» 
tuelof Gods Heavenly Power which ard (ut the a Raſor, and thy 
Words were to the Seed that was raiſed as ſweet as the Honey- 
Comb, and although his love was very acar uito all the Honjheld 
of Faith, yet did bis love more abound ard flow forth unto thee, 
then to many others: And in the time cf his Sickzefs thou waſt of 
renin his remembrance; and the .\'1; ht before he 4eparted this Life 
be was refreſht tnthe remembr-:ncc of thee and poke of thee, and 
of thy being with him, which in a Spiritual enſe michtbe;, th 


Apoſtle ſaith, (Col. 2. 5.) For trou;h1 be abſent in the Fleſh, | 


yetamI with you inthe $> ::-. jsving and beirolding your Or» 
der, and the ſtedfaſtnel- of ©. cu Faith in Chriſt. 


In the beginning of his ſick,.c [5s be did meſt cheerfully and willing- | 


ly reſizn up himſelf both Soul, Budy and Spirit into the Hands of 
the Lord God, and would nut have any thing to do with any Fhy(- 
cran, tor any Phyſick at all, but only a little Water for his Mouth 
and T broat, which were very Sere, which did him good ; he ſome+ 
times ſaying, that He was fati:ficd with the Lords love, an! that 
he knew his Redeemer lived, which was able to rcftore him to 
his Health, if he pleaſed, and if not, he was contented. And 
#n the time of his weakneſs we did perceive that the Spirit of Suppls- 
gation 944 in his Heart, and often was his Mouth filled with the 
lroing 
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IF. W.-. 
living Praiſes of the God of Heaven, 'wliom his Soul loved; nd *, A 
he was very patient and quiet all the time of his Suchreſs,, not in the” | 


leaſt ſhewing any diſcontent, but moſt-what of a. very cheerful 


Conmenarce, and his Words were even as in the T une of his 


Health, vill ſuch time as great Weakneſs came upon him, and 


the Pangs of Death ſeized on him. And a lutle before he 
departed, I being in another Room, he deſired I wight be 
called, and when I came unto hum, be ſet his Eyes upon me, 
and with a very Innocent [ ook_ gave me his K1ght Hand , 
aid deferid | would not be Troubled, with other words which 
] did net widerſiand, be ſpeakirg ſo weakly, the Pangs of 
Death being upon him; and im a ſhort time aſter he lasd down 
his Head in Peace, upon the T weiity Fourth Day of the Seventh- 
Aoneth, 1677. He was Twenty One Years and abont Seven 
Aoneths Old. _ 

And in the time of his Health he was a Patern of Pietyand 4 
gooa Example to my Family, ad tothoſe that were inwardly ac- 
quainted with him he was lowly; for indeed the Truth was precious 
to him, and the Company of thoſe that truly feared Cod was his De- 
light ;, for his Heart was affected with them, and indeed many 
ſuch did truly love him. And I know it was a Trouble ts him if at 
any time Buſineſs ſhould fo fall out to hinder him<. from. any Meet- 
ing, where friends came together to Worſhip God in the Spirit Gm 

* Truth ; for I know it was his very Heart's Delight to be in ſuch 
Mi:ngs;, and | have good cauſe to believe, that he never thought 
the Tin. either Leng or Tedious that he was tn ſuch Exerciſe, 
And I do certainly know, that nothing did bring ſo much Grief and 
Tronble upon his Spirit, astheſe that did make a Profeſſion of the 
Truth, & yet walkt Diſorderly; and ſome ſuch he did often Reprove 


very ſharply, ſome by Word of Mouth, and others by Letter, 


which few knew of but thoſe it did concern: for indeed he was a 
very lowly and meek:Spirited Young Man, and very Dutifu! to his 
Parents, and would not neglett any Opportunity wherein he might 
be ſerviceable to the Truth, and a very Tender and Afeftionate 


Carriage to hus Brother and Sifters,and hisEye was continually over- 


thew for Good,and his Connſel and Advice tothem at all times was, 
| it 
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7 3 WOOg ſtir then wptoLive in the Fear of God.  Andrhe aſt P a) 
that be writ upon the Tru'h*s Account,” was to John Dunbabin of 
Sauky, who bad lent him a Book that John Cheney had written 
. againſt the Truth, ſo when he had read the Book, be did return the 
Book, back again to John Dunbabin, with the Letter, which 1 have 
. alſo ſent thee, which thou mayſt read over at thy leiſure, and con- 
clude with the Remembrance of my deareſt Love, which 1s in Deed 
and in Truth to thee thy Wife and Children, and to allthat love the 
Truth, and walk init, 
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Waringten, the 2oth - Druen Stxmith, 
of the 1ſt Moneth, 
1 698. 


On Man. 


| O W weak and poer a thing is feeble Man! 
WP How Nothing is he inthe beſt he can / 

| 2. How hard a Matter its for him to find 

| A truly ſolid and a ferious Mind ! 
To feel it centred downin the true Reſt, 
Where nothing in the ſame_can him Moleſt : | 
To feel it fixt and knit {6 cloſe to Him, -7 
That never can be Overcome by Sin : | 


' , Where th' Enemy no Entrance can Find, 
Q.! there it is that | would have my Mind, 
| To feel it alwayes ona daily Watch, A 
Where then the Enemy can make ne Breach, 
- This is a bleſſed State; thrice happy They, 
q That have attain'd unto this Blefſed Day. 


william Sixmith. 


On theſe Times. _— " 


T () Moſt unhappy Time that we live In ! 
f £4 Not only living but pleading for Sin $8 — 
| For termof Life; ſaying, That none 5 Free 
E On thu fide th Grave, nor never like to Be : 
kr Setting ſo much their Minds on Fading Things, : 


And Earthly Toyes and Vanities, which Brings 
\ Them into ſuch a very Carelcks State, 
\, © They leck to purchale them at any Rate : 
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| (8) . 
Their Precious Time they loſe, a Thidg wo Sad, 

And-totheir own Deftrution they are Le 
Satan Blind(oldingtl em, they cannot See 
The Snare that's ſaid ; O moſt grols Vanity ! 

Ko fee that a'moſt all nien ſhouid be Guided 

By th? ſubtil Serpent, and yet be Derided 

And laupht at {as 1t were) whenthey are Brought 
Into his Snare, and they be 'urcly Caught. 

Ah ! when the Blcfſed Sp:ric doth ceafe Striving, 
There is no Hope at th' H aicnly Reft Arriving : 
For there's a Time when th? Spirit trives with Men; 
D_ ! happy w.ll they be that anſwer Then 

0 all chat 1t requires. f» th with Obeying, 

And not conſult with Fleſh and Blood in Saying, 

O Lord, what thou commanajt I cannot Do; 

The Thing 1: hard to Reap, 41d n10t to Sow. 

Oh, fooliſh Man ! whodolt atrandum T ilk, 
Charging him falſl»; for thou doſt nat Walk 
According to thy Knowledge, but doſt Run 
In thy own Way, and wiltnot hear his Son, 

Which doth in ſecret Check, Reprove, Chaſtize, 
And ſweeps away the Refuge ot all Lyes: 
x For he not only fhews thee what is Good, 

E&- Burtcl nfes thee from Evil with his Blood. | 
was 72 Man! conſider then what thou art Doing ; _— 
+ FConfidey with thy {elf where thou art Going: 

For as in chis vain World thou now doſt Live, 
T 10u in the World to come Account muſt Giye, 

Of ARjon: that are done in th* Body Here, 

As they be Good ox Bad they muſt Appear ; 

According unto them thou doom muſt H-iye, £ 
E-- Repent therefore before thou. go to th' Geave 
ES For a« the Tree doth fall, ſo it dath Lie:: 

3 Examinewell thy ſelf therefore and Try 
_How it doth ſtand betwivt thee and thy God, 

And dread his Name: l«ſt that thou feel his Rod 
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ag Burnings thou be Hur!'d7 © 
Whenas thou haſt receiv'd that Sentence Paſt, * 


Of Go thou Curſed, into Hell thin muſt, '.* 
Where there is Weeping and Gnaſhiag of Teeth, = \,/ * _ 
And out of it to thee there's ho Relief: * | "6 


- Bot if that thou doſt walk'as thee Becomes, 
Thou ſhalt be numbered amongſt the Sons 

Of great Jehovah when that thou doſt Dye, 
And things that are Celeſtial ſhalt Enjoy, 
And ſit in Heavenly Places, where there Rings 
Sweet Halelujah's to the Ring of Kings. 
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O W difficult a Task it is to Find + 
A ſolid, ſerious and a ſtayed Mind / 

The Enemy of Man doth go About _ 

With ſuch cunning Device to draw it Out ; 

Either preſenting ObjeRts to the Eye, = 

And by the Tame ſeeks for to Deſtroy 

« Their very Life, ſo cauſing it to Run 

So far therein that they are quite Undone : yy 

Or elſe in drawing them into the Earth, x2 

Perſwading them unto alittle Mirth, "8 

Saying, T hey ought not alwayes be ſo Sad; 

For it doth Fupife, and maketh Mad. 

O ! theſe and luch like Snares the Devil Layes, 

Whereby the Panting Soul he oft Betrayes. 


W. 5. 


vV H ©. ſhall they call on te affiſt their Quill ? 
One of the Muſes ? No, let them be Rill 
And meditate, that do deſire to Sing 
Praiſes and Halelvjahs to their King, 
The Righteous King, Redeemer and Creator, 
The only God, the Lord, and blefled Maker. 
But as they contemplate, methinks they Hear 
So'nething in ſecret that ſaith, Lend an Ear 

To me, and hear the words that I do Say, 

And that » hich I command, do thou Obey. $ 
| And except they- attend uato this Word, 
E- There's none can ſing true ''raiſes to the Lord : 
5 Its thoſe that arc redeem'd by Sron's King, _ 
They, they alone can living Praiſes Sing : 
Thoſe that in his Cauſe would their Life lay Down, 
And leck his Glory, .and not ſeek their Own : 
Tboſe that are taught and guided by his Spirit, 
= Its thoſe can ſing, lts thoſe that do Inherit 
»  "Aglorieus Crown; to thoſe he doth Perform 
&. Ho blefſed Promiles: Its tiole Adorn 
>. - The Goſpel of the Lord ; andit is Thoſe Pg 
© That fight God's Battels with them that Oppoſe : "0g 

Thoſe give unto the Hungry Meat, | 
-- - Of that which God gave themto Eat; 

Spiritual Brea! to feed the inward Man, 

Ts novrith ir th:r&s riocthing clle that Can. 

_ So th" Wicked cannot fing, no let them Mourn, 

And weep and wail; let them themſelves Adorn 
- . With Sack-cloth and with Aſhes; let themly 

 Groveling on th' Earth, and know the Miſery 
bh That doth attend on allin that Eftate; -- 
© Letthemnot fl-ep nor flumber ; let them Wait 
= ToknowatrucRepentance in them Wrought, 
po And know that of themſclyes they can do nought. 1 


i Ci) 
An1 when they*r Senſible of their Condition, 
And on their Hearts there cemes a true Contrition, 
With Sighs and Groans unto the Lord, That He ® 
Would caſe thim out of their Calawitie : h Ly 
O! then the Lord in his great Mercy Pleaſeth & 
To ſhew them Comfort, and their Minds he Eaſcth, 
In giving them the Rriowledge of his Son, 

Or elle their Sin-fick Souls had been Undon ; 
Shewiggs its he alonethat works Within, 67 
And no oneelle there is can cleanſe from Sin : * 
And though that it ſeem little, give an Eau 
To it, andgt will ſhew what's ſin moſt Clear : "oj 
It will notyfly ſhew thee what is Evil, | | \.4 
But as kept to may overcome the Devil. «2 
Its they who Keep to it that truly Sings 7 
Everlafting Praiſes to the Ring of Kings, 


W. S. 
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How is Man 7 ne _ the 
Not only loſt the Power, but Fexm Too, 
In which the oiaRies Fathers were Found; R— 
The Words of whom they call their Rule and Ground 

On which they build, yet they do walk contrary, 

And all their Struures much from theirs do V ary. L 
There's ſome make Chriſt the Chief and. Corner Stone, —i 
Andpreach, None knows the Father but the Son, A 
And he to whom the Son doth him Reveal; _ 

What Knowledge elſe they have doth nought Avall : 

So they inſtru all mento come to Him, 

V Vho purifies and purgeth ev'ry Sin. 

But others teach,” that Revelation's Ceaſt, 

VVhich doth conclude, that Knewing God 's Decreaff; 
| B 2 And 


| Ang call the Ra FN, of ſaving Graee, 


. When Scripture (without Spirit) a dead Letter, 


_—_—_ s Meanings of rhe Scrigtures they 
E-r none the 4/5 s of God dd truly K 


But that he turn from Sin he doth Require. 
He that committeth findothfall from Grace ; 
_ And in-committing it he breaks his Peace : 


- Grace Coth reprove him if he will take Heed : 


(12) 
Whilſt they in Wickedneſs to men preach Peace : 


Witheut the ſame is maketh no man Better - 
The Letter kills, the Spitit giveth Life; 

This as come 'to redeemeth out of Strife b 
This is the Suprearm Rule, who walk H 


ut as his Spirit Ls reveal and Show. . 
- .Some would God's Love unto a ſew Co 


** *3nd Reprobate the reſt, and ſo in Fine 


Quite pab.them by-m that moſt lac! Condition, 

Wh here no Recovery i is, towit, Perdition ; 

Soothing the other in that Confidence, 

They ne*re ſhall fall frem., Grace  O vain Pretence ! ,- 
Saying, Whom G od once loves, be loves Forever, '» 
Although they fin, yet be forſakes them Newer : 

When God of- one Blood hath made all Mankind, 

And he fo loved the World, that he Reſign'd 

His Son to reconcile them all. if They 

Truly believe in him who is the Way. 

For Chriſt hath taſted Death for every Man. rs _ 
For he through Dcath deftroy'd D:ath's Power for Man. 
The Wicked's Death the Lord doth not Deſire, 


Grace joyns not with him in his ſinful Deed; 


Grace takes no part with Man when he doth Sin; 
Man Giſobeys it when he falls Therein : 
When Man aQts that which doth polute the Mind, 
He over-runs Grace, and leaveth Grace Behind : 
This is the Word behind that ſhews the Way, 
That calls, Walk here whenas men go Aftray. 


Grace 


| 


; (29F. 4 | 
Grace truly leads, its Grace that ſhould ConduR ; 

This is man's Guide, and this would man InftruR : 
If man Reſitnot and gain ſay the Same, 
ln perfct Holineſs *twould man Retain : 

For as 'twas ſaid, Ay Grace ſufficient is, 
They ti:at obey it cannot walk amiſs. 


1674. W. >. 
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Emember thy Creator in thy Youth, 

And let thy Mind be ſtill inclin'd to Truth 
Which when thou findft, be ſure thou it Obey, 
And *twill conduct and guide thee in the Way : 
That will thee lead unto Eternal Life, 

And bring thee out of Enmity and Strife : 

'Tis as a Light ſhining ina dark place, 

Until the Day dawn and Day-light Encreaſe. 
This is the chief Pearl, therefore do it Prize, 
Do not this Burden, but let it Ariſe : 


; 


For all that's contrary Truth alone muſt Judge; 


Which will not ſuffer ſin in thee to Lodge: 
For this will ſeperate all Good from Evil, 
And alſo quench the Arrews ef the Devil : 
When thou in Treuble art, then hither Fly, 
And thou wilt find it a chief Remedy. 

Let not time (lip, but {ce that thou Obey 

Its Counſel alwayes, whilſt thou haft a Day. 
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Keep the Watch. 


Watehſul State is the moſt dleſſed State, 
To wait en him that did all Mca Create 1 
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To 
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: Forhe's Fa Tower, a Shield, a 


_ 3d Moneth, 
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".Tofcel feel bim working inthe . EP Part, 
things in the Heart ; . 


inding the Strong Man that the Houle did Keep, 

iling his Goods, caſting him out, to Sweep 
Each Corner, and to make = whole Heart Clean, 
\That none of his old Dregan depen Remain: 


And theo when it 1s purge = ay from Sin ; 

Q / then its Ngoed wil MG ercin: 

That he may lead and bao Aright; 

And then to walk therein he*t ed Delight. ; 


So that, I fay, it is a bfeſſgd State: 

To wait-on him that did their Souls Create; 
To feel him working in his ID, Power, 
Reſiſting Satan in the tempting Hour. 

For all that wait aff him, . feel. his ProteRion, 
And in the ftilneſgfeel hi give DireRion - 
Reproving and | deal that's nought, 
Not in Deeds only, but in Word: and Thought. 
And fuch are thoſe he ſecks to wor hip Him, 


[That do not yield to any thing that's Sin : 


But when the Tempter comes them, for to Try, 


Unto the bleſſed Spirit ſtill they Flyag,- 
ce to Thoſe 


That wait ftill in his Spifit, t 
The Eneny, which as a Ro: 

Would thoſe devour that tr 
Soif the Watch be kept, 
Nor to the Tempter will t 
But if the Watch be dow 
And by the Tempter th 


re Over-run. 
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For i it is aſy to be paſt Away. _ 
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To the Sinner. 


Ra Erenchy thy Grief, O man, reaew thy Care; 

Lift yp thy Voice aloud, and do not ſpare 

Fo: to wth: thy precious time Miſpent ; 

"4 / cry, and ceaſe not; O Lament, Lament! | 
! let the Eccho of thy Voice Rebound, A 

And let the Nations with thy Mourning | Sound : 

For fad's thy fate, and miſerable Wo - 1 

Doth thee attend, although thov doft not Know "5 

How ſuddenly it haſtens on thy Head, . 

T\y Heart þcivg barencd and thy dull Mind fed, 

With-airy Vanities and luſtfu' Pleafures: ; 

Such fading Fancies are thy only Treaſures. 

Therefore Repent, whilſt tt ou kaft yet a Day 
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Contemplation. - £4 


It far furpefſtb all yain Recreation : 
Its more delighifome far than alf vain Toys, 
And far excelleth all baſe worldly Jeys 
For here the Soul Goth true ( ontentent Find, 
Here, hcxe alone's truc Solace to the Mind: 
Although it fecl the Judgment ponred Down, 
Yet in the ſame therc is a fight of th Crown, 
- That thoſe enjoy that perſevere to t!? End; 
*They in the Judgment feel the Vail to Rend , 


How delc&able is Contemplation ! Ys 
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>. Andth! Underftandin 
| Purifie, and doth make Clean i 
F\- His Children dear, and in his Way doth Train oF 6 
7 > Them, in that Path which pleaſant is to Him, 
” . Whoſc Bodics arc his Temples, cleans'd from Sin. - 
Its thoſe who by true Contemplation Find 

» Retiring inwardly a Say to th? Mind. 
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In ſo to open Clear, 
ries to them Appear : 
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\ Hall Life or Death, thi1gs preſent or to Come 
Again intangle, again Overcome 
Religious Perions, who are $9journing 
After Canmar's Land, and Travelling - 
Heaven-wards? Or ſhall any fading Joy 
Graſp ſo the Mind as it ſhould not Rely 
An1 fixed be en Chriſt their Strength and-Stay ? 
No, no; for he's the true and living Way. 
£ Darkneſs and Death fubduedare by Him; 
> . Youth's heredepending overcome their Sin. 
E -- Ever blefſedare they who in Chriſt abide, TE 
Tiey happy are, and reſt Unterrify*d, : | = 
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Loſs of Time. _ F- 


V \ 7 Hat bitter Lamentation ſhall I Make / 
#5 Or what Bewailing Speeches ſhall I Take 
Now to deplore my Time I have Milpent !. 
O Dear Heart! why? O!- why wasI Content 
Thus, thus to let it ſlip and ide Away, 
- Not truly it regarding day by Day ? 


o 
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Fon” oY... | — , os or 1 «<e - 


Andplunyed deep into Iniquity ! | 
© "= For want of keeping up a daily Watch, 
The. Enemy away my Mind doth Snatch, 
- + Harryinz it into Terreſtriai Things, - | 
* _— * Which Angwifh,Sovrow,Grief ud Trobble Brings : 

But as the Watch is kept, O. 1 feel Power, | 
| Which doth prelerye me in the Tempting Hour. 
.. Great God of Heaven ani-Easth, keep thou my Watch, 


©: 1 


© And then np Hurt unto my Soul can Reach. 
F..--O! thou Preferver of a panting Soul, 

= To thee I cry, to thec Ido Condole 
hw My miterable ſtate, to thee its Known, _ 
-  Noneellecanhelp but thee, butthee Alone : 
Do thou adminiſter what thou thinkſt Good, 
Alto do theu preſerve me from the Fleod . 
Of th' Enemy, which he doth oft pour Forth 
Againft thy Seed, to deſtroy the true Bitth. 
O great Fehovah?. do thou me Preſerve 
In Truth and Uprightneſs, that I may Serve 
Thee in my Day; O! keepme fxeſh and Green, 
And purge me thorowly ; let not Remain 
That thing which doth thine Holineſs Offend : 


O ! I entreat thee (Lord) be pleas'd to Lend x 


"Rr 
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7.5 
«. 
* % 


An Ear unto my Cry, that ſjoI May "> : 
Sing Halelujah to thee in my Day. | | " 
The gth of the 5th, W. S, 


Moneth, 1675. 
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For the Letter-Learned, 


- N building Babel their Confuſion Came, ©— 
j | "8 T In which unto this day wy ſtill Remain: 
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But In y they build it now as Faſt : 
*Rheir Outward Language then Confufed Was; 


Now Inwardly they offer Fardte _ 


Ci41 


man. 


A Wounded Conſcience who can utes #--.-% 


Dear ! how grievous is a wounded Mind / boy 
How ſull of Wo ! moſt miſerable Kind : 
Of Torment! unexprefſible Condition "a4 , 
Of Miſery ! Nothing but ſad Contrition | 
Doth them attend, and woful Lamentation 
I&prefent with them ayays in that Station : 
Bitter bewailing Speeches fo Attend 
Their deepfetcht- Sighs aud Groans, which they do Send 
Forth from a'troubled'Breaft, which doth Rebound, 
And ſometimes eccho with their mournful Sound. 
. From whence proceeds this grievous Wound of Mind * 
What” s the effisient Cauſe that hath Enclin'd 
The Heart te Sorrow and ſuch ſad Contrition, 
And hath involy'd it in this ſad Condition, 

That doth attend it inthis diſmal Station, 
5 W bereby its forc't to take” up Lamentation, 
8 And be thuentertaind in Miſery, 

& With S5gbs and Groans inflead of Meledy ? 

A. Sin is the Radix from whence deth Proceed 

SuchGrief of Mind; it is for want of Heed 
"And keeping up the Watch, it enters In 

Its this alone, its this defiles Within ; 
thi: cerrupts, 'its this that is the Foe, 
Mat cauſech Sorrow, an that bringeth Woe. 
Ad this deplorable State being Known, 
How can they c>-uſe but weep, anc figh, and Groan ? 
Mp the Devices of. the Enemy 
ave over-whelm'd poor Manin Miſery. : 


MOTT " ws A 
() H! hows Man apoſtatiz'd ſince Firſt - | 3 

| The Lord created him / And how Accurſt 
.- Is Man become indiſobeying Him, 

Who &id create him pure and without Sin-! 4 
For in his own Image he Man did Make, n 
And then to do him good Delight did Take : 

Alſo in Paradiſe he did him Place, | 

And to him Wiſdom daily did Encreaſe: 

But th' ſubtil Serpent with kis fair Pretence,  , Y 
The Mind going-out, on him pot Influence 
D-wing it more out from the great Creator ; 
An? with enticing words began to Flatter, 
Under a colour he fhenuld be more Wiſe 

Than God had made bim;, even thus with Lyecs 
He loft the Image of his Lord and Maker, 

And of the Devi Likeneſs *came Partaker. 
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Meditation. "5 


() H ! What doth all the World Avail, | 
Or all the Toys Therein? Tp - 
| Nothing at all; for they do Scal | 
And fould up man inSin, 
What Troublcs do attend this Life, 
What Grief, what Care, what Toils / 
And little elſe there is but Strife 
With them that in Earth Moils; = 
Ticir Minds and Thoughts being Employ*d " 
In ſuch Terreftrial Things, 7"Y 
Which ought not fo to be Enjoy'd, == 
Being it Trouble Brings. — 


£-& 


"But he "I Soul brett t be 
From this Sorrow.and Pain, 
Muft know himſelf from Sin let Free, 
And know it daily Slain: + 
But he that this doth come toR now, 
Muſt know it wreught Within: | 
For all that's good, trom Chriſtdoth Flow ; 
None elſe.can cleanſe from Sin. 
Beſides, the Scripturedoth Record, 
That he his Grace would Send; 
And other Writings do Accord, 
'That he deth put an End 
ToSiv, in all thoſe thatare Led 
And guided by his Spirit ; 
They by his gracious Word are Fed, 
So true Riches Inherit. 
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= M** heavenly and thrice bleſſed happy State 
- Is that in which the Lord did Man Create; 
& Lovelyit was, lovely it doth Appear; 

. Long'd for it is, Love ſhines init fo Clear; | 
— Even the Lord's great Love flow'd forth to Him A 
Continually , until the Man of Sin hs 
2nſnared him with a Pretence, a Lye; 
Night then came over, he to Truth did Dye. 
Though God made man fo Pure, ſo Chaſt, fo Clean, 


In Sin he's plung'd,,. he is defilPd and Slain. 4 

O that our God ſhoulc/ſtilſach Pity Take ! 

He yet loves Man, Man whem he did Create : | 4 \ 
> oa} s toe dear, he ſent his only Son, Lo 


Soto redeem loſt Man, that was Undon. 
Oo! d are they who i in Chriſt Believe, 
—— Novketing down their Watch,them he Relicves. 
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eAn Epiſtle, 


SISTER, 


'Y Loveſalutes thee inthe precious Truth, 

Defiringtheuadorn'd may be in Youth 
Therewith; for it is the beſt Ornament; 
Perfumes by far have not ſoſweet a Scent ; 
Of which the Lord hath given thee a Meaſure, 
Which far tranſcendeth all Terreſtsial Treaſure : 
To which ſink down, for it isplac'd Within, 
And never doth conſent to any Sin: 


- No Snare nor Trap the Enemy can Hide, 
But thou'tt it ſee, whilſt thou doft here Abide. 


Stand ſtedfaſthere, and letit be thy Station, 
And in his Power thou'lt o'recome Temptation. 
With this let all thy A&ions ſcaſon'd Be 

For inthe ſame there's true Felicitie. 

And above all things ſec thou keep thy Watch, 
That ſo the Enemy may make no Breach : 

But if the Watch be down, thouart O'reeome 


=” By all Temptations, and haft loſt the Sum 
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And Subſtance of all Good; therefore take Heed 
And wait therein, if that thou wouldſt be Freed 
From the Entanglements of th* Enemy , 
For truly clſe he may thee much Annoy. 

So at this time Ido bid thee Farewel, 
Defiring that we both in Truth may Dycll. 
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Lthough that we fo far aſſunder Are, 
4 > Ycrof my Love thou truly haſt a Share : 
For it is my Dcfire thou may'ft Enjoy 
Both inward and eutward Proſperity; 
But of the two its better that thou Know, 
. Not outwardly but inwardly to Grow, 
' And feel a ſpringing up to Life Eterpal, 
So will thy Mind be kept from thing« External : 
To know which Growth thou muſt inward Retire 
To that which checks thee when thou doſt Aſpire : $5 
O ! thexe know thou a Center anda Stay ; "SV 
For truly its the New and Living Way, 
? In which the Juſt Man walks; -O there Abide, 
» — Tofeel it ſeparate, and to Divide 
All Geod from Bad; for it doth Purifie 
And purge the Heart from all In:quitie : 
Its this alone that makes the Heart Clean, 
efininp it from every Spot and*Stain : 
This therefore do thou follow and Obey , 
For as kept to thou canſt not go Aﬀray : 
To which I thee com end, a: to. a Toyer, 
To fy unto in every Tempting Hour. 
. _Solconclude, defiring that we Both 
© > Init may layup Treafyce from the Moth: 


william Sixmith, 


Here i the perte&t holy Chyi/tsar's State, 


_ In which the Lord p'/ac'd him in the Creation, 


' for two or three Hours, and that on the Market-day;z but now 
$-" peruſed moft of it, elpecially the Prewonitzen $orbe Reader, 
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Othing more rare in. this vain World I Find, 
As for to know a ſolid ſerious M nd : _ 

Its difficult to keepit center'd Down, 

In that which doth bring Honour and Renown : 

To have it ſtay*dandfi.t inthe true Joy, 

Its after this my panting Soul ddth Cry ; 

To have it gather d out of Eavthly Things, 2 

And have it plac'd jnthat where true Contentment Springs, - = 

My Eye beholds the place where I would Be, 

I would enjoy the ſame®%as well as Sec : 

But 1 i «cripture do witnel: Fulfilling, | , 0 

The Fleſh u Weak, but ah. the Spirit's Willing : | of 

Which makes me breath unto the my that 1 Ah 

May conquer tnat which doth me fo Annoy, 

Tha: I might with the Apoſtle Pan thus Say, 5.4 

Not I that live, but Chriſt that lives in Ae. 


In which the Lerd did Adam hit Create : 
For hecreated was to live to Him 

Not to the Fleſh, but te live without Sin = 
O ! if that he had kept that holy Station, bo. - 


He had partook of that great Myſtery, 
In which confiſteth true Felicity. W.S. | 
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A Letter «/ William Sixmith*o ]. D. 


Foh: Duxbabin ; 


FT Do acknowledge thy Kindneſs in lending me Zohn C heyney* 
| Book ; for wien Lheard of it, I had a deſire of reading it3 48 
but they were kept (o cloſe, that I could not procure one Ten bs 
Days after! they came down; and when I got one it was but Wt 
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and-rhe Inftettion, &c, as he ealls them. It hath been my Deſire 
to try all things, and hold faſt that which is good: So the 
> Troth in his Book 1 afſent toy but by his Writings I perceive a 
"Spirit of Perſecution to lodgein his Heart, incenfing the Civil 
Magiſtrate againſt us ; Grudging our Proſperity, cvenftriving 
to Belmees us, which manifeſts him to be no Minifter of «©. hriſt 
© neither ruled nos guided by bu Spirit : and from an Envious, 
* _- Lying Spirit.do his Works proceed; and he beholds us with 
©  anEvil, Prejudicial Eye, which always looks a{quint. As for his 
” "' Prenonition, its Ruffed with ſeyen Notorious Falſhoods, which 
he cannever prove; more properly belgnpifig to himſelf, than 
bo the Quakers, from which I believe he cannot eaſily clear him- 
ſelf - His other Work being chicfly to ſpeak Evil of the Light 
of Chriſt Jefus, even the |Numination of God's holy Spirit, cal- 
ling it Dagon, an /dol, a Blind and Deceitful Guide ,, making it 
$ gvilty of all ſins, of Omifſion and Comnnſſmn;, comparing ittea : 
on Drunken Coach-man, ſaying, There u never a Soul in Hell, tut 
Y way blame the Light within; with a great deal more Wicked, 
Unpodly Speeches ; though in Contraciction of- the ſame, he 

faith, in his Book called, Two Sermons of Hypecriſie, &c. page 
233. where thou mayſt read him praifing the Light,' cal- 
'Inz it, The Excellency of the Man, laying, The wileſt manly 
reaſon of this is of more price than all the World ;, which makes [the 
70 Soul of man Superlatively pretious by this it 15 capable to live 
'. Everlaſtingly in Heaven 'or in Hell : To ſpeak againſt thu Light 
ſemply as ſuch, «to Feak againſt God, the Author of it, and to 
undermine all Relizton. | | 

> _ Now letany moderate Perſon ſeriouſlv cenfider, whether he 
& © hath nor IndR-d himſelf, and is found guilty of Blaſphemy (for 
Blaſphemy ſignifies to Reproach, Rewile or iþeak Ewil of) Andis it 
not before apparent, that he hath Reproached, Reviled and 
ſnoken Evil of the Light; and ſo is condemned out of his own 
Mouth ts have ſpoken againſt God, the Author of it, and to un- 
dermineal}Religion ? | | 
+ In page-100. of the ſame Book, he gives a very large Teſti- 
many for us, ſaying, There s that in your Bofonis, more than Ten 
Thouſand Witneſſes: Now by the Mouth of two or three 
_ Winifſvevtry thing is confirmed.; butthis he confeſſeth mg 
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+ than Ten Tho 


and ;.Surcly thy then may be believed 
proved. In theſe ſame two pages beſore quoted, he ha 


\ that which Overthrows all his Works : And inthis pag, 100. 
beareth a very large Teſtimony to the Quakers Doftrine, whickty 3 
for bevity I tranſctibe not, but ccfire thee ſeriouſly to peruſe it. © 


In his Advice to the Quakers, pag. 218. te cnitreats them To 


be earneſt in Prayer, and not to tarry till the Spirit move to Prayer, 


but when we have time and place convenient to provoke themſelvei to 
Prayer, &c. Sohe would have them take his Advice, contrary 


. to the Apoſtle's Exhortation, Praying «lways with all Prayer and 


Supplication in the Spirit, Ephel. 6. 18. Allo, its abſolutely con- 
trary to that peſitive Aſertion of the holy Man in Rom. 8. 26. 


We krow not » hat to pray for a« we ought, but the Spirit it ſelf 


maketh Interceſſion for us, | 
| Sd its not-in him that wills, nor in him that runs; for the 


| Lord heareth his own Spirit, and another Spirit he will not hear ; 


Not that I thus write, that I diſown Prayer; for the Prayersof 
the Faithful avail much; an] they know the Lord preparing the 
Evening and Morning Sacrifice; and ſo in his own time- offer it 
up unto him, which he oth hear and anſwer ; and theſe Prayers 


arc amon:ſt us both in publick and in private, though he wicked-. 
| lyſays contrary. 


= 


And though he inſinuates in pag. 24'. That thi Light was 
never intended to be ſufficient ef it ſelf to Salvation; yet the Scrip» 
ture ſaith, that which was given tor a Light, was given for Sal- 
vation to the Ends of the Earth, Ila 49:6. Mat. 13.47. 

As for his aff: ting, The Ligbt pres down with the Soul inte 
Hell, and being turned 11 a Se!j tormenting Licht ;, he can bring 


no Scripture to prove it; for we read, that the Talent the . 


f-athſul Servant had giyen him, was commanded to be taken from 
him before tht d:{mai Sentence. [ C aſi him into utter Darkneſs} 
was pronounced againſt him, Mar. 25.5, 

He own: this Light withiv ſhould be man's Guide, and' is 
charged to watch over the Soul, but Coth not; ſee his Book, 
Skhirmit, pag.13,&c. Now where in Scripture doth any read 
that God gives any other Gnide, any other Leader to Man- 
kind univer{ally but Chriſt Jcelus? Oh, that he would conſider 


« what he hath belched forth againſt the Son of God ! For this I 
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= © Fcfus, the Light of the World, jobn 8. 1:. no other Spirit | 
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** "then the Spirit of God, a Meaſure or' M anifeſtation of which. (of : 
* given to every one 10 profit withal, 1 Cor. 12.7. no other. | 


- 


= Grace theo that which is in Chrift Jeſus, 2 Trw.2.1 and hath. 
”-  appearedtoall men; Tit.2.11. Hebathnot brought one $cri 
ture that will favour theſe groſs - :rtions of his before cited; | 
: * he thinks Mat.6.22,23. makes ſomething to his purpole,which _ _ A 
WW: -. |: Thall reanſcribe The Light of the Body u the Eye, if therefore | | 
* "tby Eyv be ſingle, thy whole Body ſhall be full of Light; but if thize * CE 
_ "Eye be-Evil, thy whole: Body ſhall be full of Darkyeſv: if therefere 
-* the Light that 1s in thee be Darkneſs, how great ts that Darkneſs ? 
From this Scripture he cannot make the Illumination ot- God's 
Spirit Darkneſs ; for Ciriſt here {peakert.'of the Single Eye and 
" the EvilEye: for as it is written in Eccleſ.2.14. The Wiſe Man's 
= «Eyes are #1 bu Head, Fc, but the Fool's are inthe Ends of the 
iy 'FEarth, Prov.17.24. There is a Single Eye, the Wilc Man's 
Eye, which is in'Chriſt, the Hcad; and the Evil Fyc, the Fool's 
”-. © Eve, which is Darknels, and is in the Ends of the Earth: $0 .-F- 
= © © thereisa Diſtin&:on to he mace beiwixt the Eye,and that which .- 
opens or illuminates the Eve, which is the Spirit of God; and 
= that which darkens and blinds the Eye, which is the Spirit of 
= this World. But? C. is in Confuſion, and call. Evil Good, and 
| Good Evil; Light Darkneſs, and Darknef: Light; and plainly« 
© _*appcars to be orc of Babe!'s Builders, who know: nt Seripture- | | 
'- Expreſſions, or elſc.quarrels with them becauſe the Quakers * | 
- uſe them; witneſs his Cavil at the word © Meaſure) faying, _ 
bn. God cannot be cut into Meaſures, Shreds or Fieces;, when its a * 
word the Apoſtle Pau! much uſcth, look Epheſe. 4.7 413. Bat wn- ; 
wm  t9 wt given Grace according to the Mealure of -the Gift of Chriſt. 
2+. > "Trll we allcomet1theTwu tyof the Faith, and of the Knowledge of 
© #he Son of God, urto 4 perfett Man, nito the Mca'ure of the 
© Stature of the Fu neſs of Chriſt. Alſo Johnthe Baptiſt ſpeaking 
' of Chriſt, laith, God grveth not the Spirit by Meature unto him, 
- TJobn3.3'. p'anly implying, that to others be giveth his Spirit . | 
by Meaſure, 2' Cor. 10. 13,14,15. Ephel. 4.16. Ani f. 0. muft | 


&=_- - either confeſs, that he hath not the Spirit of God, or that he F, 
, athirby faſurr, or clſc in Fulnels, which we read of none fx 
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© withChrit: if he bath not tre SpiritChe 5 none of bk: if te © 
** owns it by raſure,be own; the Quaktrs Doftrinet So undes _ © 
[Come of thefe cenſures he muſt needs fa!'; Read Row. 13. 3, 
with ' other Scriptures, which | forbear wiiting at large. © © 
'I.C. is to be pitied, if what he hath written be through jg+ 


norance and blind zeal, and 1 wiſh that he bath rot gone: 


- Ty to Knowledge, and that the Lord may open his Underftand=" 
ine, and of all that are ſimply led eftray by him for it is my Be- © 38 
| * that what hc bath writtcn againſt the Light will be more 7 
heavy than a Milftore in the Day the Lord calls him f an Ac © 8 
*count:- ©'-ttat he could Repent and conlicer : For its the Life 
of God, which the Lis ht of men, »h:ch ſhines in Darkyeſs, and 
the Darkneſs comprekends it not, Jon 1.4,5. 
"This is the Stone which F.C. rejects, which is become the 4 
Head of our Corner : This is the Stone of Stumbling, and Rock K 
"of. Offence to F. C. which is become +to ns Elef and Pretiow, ""* 
|” andthe very Rock of Salyation, 1s he not in the Saints the Hope * 2 
| © of Glory, a Comforter, a Saviour ?' And in the Wicked a Fudge, a hl 
*|-- Condemner? I cannot but Admire that h4 ſhould withſtand ſuch . | 
f Sound DoArine, which the holy Scriptures doto fully declare. 
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